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Happy Family 

Is It Real Love or Fake Love? 
Five Ways to Tell.

Each year, countless couples fall in love, get married, and then discover that it wasn’t 
real love! They were victims of fake love! So how can we tell the difference between 
the genuine and the counterfeit?

1. First of all, Counterfeit Love is fickle, but True Love is constant.
Choose the right missing word: remains, deep, feelings, principle, change.

(a) Counterfeit love is based on our ____________________. But feelings are fickle!
(b) When circumstances change, feelings _______________. Fake love fades away!
(c) Does true love have feelings? Yes! It has strong, ___________________feelings!
(d) But real love goes beyond our feelings. It is an enduring ___________________.
(e) So when it faces challenges, true love_______________! It rises above feelings.

2. Fake Love is obsessed with the outward appearance, but True Love
looks at inner qualities. What do you think? True or False?

T    F 1. Outward appearance is the figure, the clothing, the sex appeal.
T    F   2. True love is not concerned with those externals.
T    F   3. Real Love looks at externals! That’s how attraction usually starts.
T    F  4. But true love looks at more: the behavior, habits and character.
T    F  5. Later on, figure and sex appeal will change, but character remains.



3. The importance of inner qualities can be seen in David’s story.

Samuel visited the home of Jesse and asked to see his sons. When Eliab the oldest 
boy appeared, the prophet was certain that he was the chosen one! But God said, “Do 
not look at his appearance or his physical stature.” (1 Samuel 16:7). David, the youn-
gest son, was chosen. Eliab had the looks of a king, but David had the heart of a king!

4. Thirdly, Counterfeit Love is based on sexual activity. True Love values
Purity. Choose the right word: challenges, respect, bed, promiscuous.

(a) Often when two people think they love each other, they jump into ____________.
(b) But when the fun is over and __________________ arise, the relationship ends!
(c) Counterfeit Love is __________________ and revels in sex outside of marriage.
(d) True Love has restraint and ______________. It says, “Wait till we get married!”

5. Group Activity. Today casual sex is prevalent.

(a) What are some of its dangers? (b) How can we avoid this behavior?

6. Fourth, Counterfeit Love is self-centered. True Love is self-sacrificing!

• Fake Love has a favorite word. That word is “I.” It focuses on itself.
• It’s “what I want!” It’s “what I need!” Its goal is: Make me happy.
• Real Love has a different favorite word. That word is “You!”
• It’s “what you want!” It’s “what you need!” Its goal is: Make you happy.
• When each tries to please the other, we will meet somewhere between.

7. This valuable family principle is 
found repeatedly in the Bible!

Romans 12:10 tells us that we should 
give “preference to one another.”
Philippians 2:4 says “Let each of you 
look out not only for his own 
interests, but also for the interests 
of __________________________”

8. Finally, Fake Love is only human. 
True Love is both human and divine.

1 John 4:8 tells us that 
“_____________________ is love.” True or False?

T    F  1. It is God who created love and He puts it in human hearts.
T    F  2. Since true love comes from God, it enjoys the presence of God.
T    F  3. Most of the movies of Hollywood illustrate true love.
T    F 4. True love does not come from Hollywood. It comes from heaven!



9. Here is an amazing story of True Love! One Friday morning, a prisoner sat on 
Death Row.

Barabbas was a robber and a murderer. In addition, he had committed treason against 
the Roman government. So he was sentenced to death.

10. But outside the jail, the city of Jerusalem was in commotion!
Mark 15:6-11, 15. True or False?

T    F  1. The Roman rulers who hated Jesus wanted His conviction.
T    F   2. Pilate found Jesus guiltless and was trying to release Him.
T    F   3. A Passover custom was to free a prisoner. Pilate said: Free Jesus!
T    F   4. To his surprise, people chanted: Release Barabbas! Crucify Jesus!
T    F 5. To please the people, spineless Pilate sentenced Jesus to death.

11. Group Activity. Try to put yourself in the place of Barabbas.

You hear the guard’s footsteps and believe it’s time for your execution.
But the guard blurts out, “You’re free!” (a) What emotions would you feel?
(b) What would you ask? (c) How would you feel toward your substitute?

12. But Jesus did not only die for Barabbas. He also died for you and me!
Romans 6:23, John 3:16. True or False?

T    F  1. Most of us are born sinners. The penalty for sin is eternal death.
T    F  2. At Calvary Jesus died for me. He took my death! I can have His life!
T    F  3. That is an awesome exchange! That’s True Love!

13. It wasn’t death by lethal injection. It was death by cruel crucifixion!
Choose the right word: whipped, spikes, breath, many.

(a) Jesus had already been _________________ twice! The custom was 39 lashes!
(b) The Roman whip had _______________ strands with pieces of metal imbedded.
(c) Then cruel ____________________ nailed His hand and feet to a wooden cross.
(d) On the cross, His body slumped over. So He was gasping for ________________.

14. That’s True Love! It is self-sacrificing Love! And in response I say, “Jesus, I 
love You!” But is my love for Him Fake Love or True Love?

• Because His love for me is true, He gave His life for me.
• if my love for Him is true, I will give your life to Him!



15. And when I do, He will do something awesome for me!

1 John 1:9 says, “If we __________ our sins, He is faithful and just to __________
us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

16. Yes, that prisoner’s name was Barabbas! But that’s my name too!
Choose the right word: penalty, place, pardoned, my, forgiveness.

(a) He was a robber, murderer, insurrectionist! But he was ____________________!
(b) Why? Because Jesus paid the ______________________ and died in his place.
(c) No matter how many or how grave are my sins, I can get __________________!
(d) Why? Because Jesus paid the price and died in my ______________________!
(e)The name “Barabbas” means “son of the father.” That’s _________ name too!

17. Yes! I’m ready to receive God’s forgiveness. So here’s my prayer.

“Dear Lord, thank You for dying for me. I am a sinner who wants to be free. Please 
forgive me for all of my sins and change up my life. I love You and I want to live for You 
forever. Amen.”

Check Your Answers. 2. 1T, 2F, 3T, 4T. 8. 1T, 2T, 3F, 4T. 10. 1F [Jewish], 2T, 3T, 4T, 5T. 12. 1F [All of 
us], 2T, 3T. Graphics: Page 1: Dreamstime; P 2: Arnol Jimenez; P 3, 4: Good Salt.
Scripture Quotations are taken from the NEW KING JAMES VERSION. Copyright 1982 by Thomas 
Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Copyright © 2020 by Gordon & Waveney Martinborough, Happy Family Bible Seminars International. 
Website: www.HappyFamilyBSI.com. Email: waveney@happyfamilybsi.com.
Telephone: 407-884-0859 or 800-291-3060.

My Choice.

     Counterfeit Love is prevalent. But I reject Fake Love. I choose True Love.

     I’m glad Jesus died for me. I love Him and I choose to live for Him.


