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Happy Family 

Four Styles of Parenting.
What’s Yours?

The two greatest gifts that parents can give their children are Love and Discipline. 
Depending on how we balance those, we get four parenting styles. Try to identify yours 
as well as that of your spouse or a friend.

1. The Authoritarian Parent is low on Love but high on Discipline.
Choose the right word: severe, rebellious, express, worth.

(a) This parent loves the child but does not _____________________ it.
(b) When the child’s behavior is wrong, discipline is __________________.
(c) This child usually lives in fear and has low self ________________________.
(d) When such children get older, they tend to become ______________________.

2. King Saul was that type of parent.
When his son Jonathan won the battle but broke an oath, this father was ready to have 
his son killed! (1 Samuel 14).

3. What is God’s counsel to such parents?
Colossians 3:21. “Fathers, do not __________________ your children, lest they 
become discouraged.”



4. The Permissive parent is the opposite – high on Love but low on Discipline. 
What do you think: True or False?

T    F  1. This parent lavishes love and allows the child to do as he pleases.
T    F  2. Since there are no laws, the child becomes a law to herself!
T    F  3. This child becomes a self-confident and well-balanced person.
T    F  4. School and work have rules! So such children become misfits.

5. Priest Eli was a permissive parent.

His sons abused and terrorized people, but “he did not restrain them  (1Samuel 3:13). 
This father and his sons lost their lives on the same day!

6. Here is God’s word to Permissive Parents.

Proverbs 13:24. “He who spares his rod hates his son, but he who loves him                
disciplines him promptly.”

7. The Neglectful Parent is the worst – low on Love and low on Law.
Choose the right word: criminal, abuse, unloved.

(a) Often the child is unwanted and is ________________________.
(b) When the parent is displeased, there is cruelty and ____________________.
(c) Such children become prime targets for _________________________ activity!

8. What does God say to the Abusive Parent?

Matthew 18:10. “Do not ______________________ one of these little ones.”

9. The best style is the Authoritative Parent – high on love and high on discipline.
True or False?

T    F  1. This parent maintains an open loving relationship with the child.
T    F   2. There are clearly defined rules, and obedience is optional.
T    F  3. When behavior is wrong, discipline is done – but it is done in love.
T    F   4. Abraham was like that. He had rules, but he loved his son dearly.
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10. Pair Activity. Choose a partner and do identification.

(a) Be honest! Which of the four is your style? Does your partner agree?
(b) Which one is the style of your partner? Does you agree?
(c) Name one practical step each of you can take to improve your style.

11. God is our Heavenly Father, and He is a Model parent! How do we know that 
He is high on Love?

John 3:16. “For God so ___________________ the world that He gave His only 
begotten______________________, that whoever believes in Him should...have 
everlasting life.”

12. “God is love” (1 John 4:8). The greatest evidence of this is Calvary!
Choose the right word: death, grace, place.

(a) I am a sinner, and the penalty for sin is eternal _______________________,
(b) But on the Cross, Jesus took my ____________________ and died in my stead.
(c) When I accept Him as my Savior, I am saved by His ______________________.

13. God is not only high on love, He is high on law. What does He say?

John 14:15. “If you _________________ Me, keep My _____________________.

14. In fact, God’s Ten Commandments are His 
law of love. How did Jesus summarize them? 

Matthew 22:37-40. “You shall ________________

the Lord your God with all your heart…. You shall 

___________________ your neighbor as yourself.”

15. The first four commandments tell us how to
show our love to God.

First, have no other gods. Second, do not worship 
idols. Third, respect God’s name. Fourth, keep God’s 
seventh-day Sabbath holy. 
The last six tell us how to show our love to our 
fellow humans. Fifth, honor parents. Sixth, do not murder. 
Seventh, do not commit adultery. Eight, do not steal. 
Ninth, speak the truth. Tenth, don’t covet.

16. When I accept God’s love and His grace, should I ignore His law?
Romans 3:31. True or False?

T    F  1. When I’m saved, I am free to steal, to kill or to commit adultery.
T    F  2. I think God is a permissive Parent - high on love but low on law.
T    F   3. God is an authoritative Parent. He is high on law and high on love.
T    F  4. Romans says that instead of annulling God’s law, we establish it.



17. Group Activity. 
Jerry and the policeman.

On Monday, Jerry was stopped 
by the police for speeding. When 
he asked for mercy, the police gave 
him a warning. But on Tuesday he was speeding again! And the same officer met 
him!“Well sir,” said Jerry, “since you gave me grace yesterday, I thought that I was 
free to break the law today!”

(a) If you were the policeman, what would you tell him?
(b) What does that tell us about God’s grace and God’s law?

18. So then, when I am saved by God’s grace, I am obedient to God’s law.
Where does He write it?

Hebrews 8:10. _______________________________________________.

19. One day soon, Jesus is coming again! Then He will take us to spend eternity 
with Him!

Isaiah 66:23 tells us that we will obey God’s law throughout eternity. “ ‘And it shall 
come to pass that from one New Moon to another, and from one Sabbath to another, 
all flesh shall come to worship before Me,’ says the Lord.”
Habakkuk 3:4 tells us that we will also enjoy God’s love and grace forever! “He had 
rays flashing from His hand, and there His power was hidden.” Those are the marks 
of His crucifixion! From His healed wounds there will be flashes of light! And these will 
always remind us of His gracious love.
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My Choice.

      As a parent, I will be high on love and high on discipline.

     As God’s child, I will accept His love and obey His law.


